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I-search journal

Use the outline provided below as a guide – remember the journal should record your research strategies and processes more than notes on the issue you are researching. Those content notes should be recorded separately for use in your final product.
A.  My Questions [1 paragraph]

1. Begin by explaining what your topic is and why you chose it.  Be creative!   Make your topic sound as interesting and important to your audience as it is to you. 

2. List your personalized research questions in this section; describe what you want to learn OR include a copy of your concept map or Inspiration diagram.
B.  My Search Process [ 1+ page]

1. In this section, describe the resources you used in your research and how "one thing led to another". 

2. Discuss any problems you encountered in locating or using information. 

3. Describe your accomplishments.  Write about when your search became most interesting. 

4. Explain what the best resources were and mention some which turned out to be not so helpful. 

5. Did your original questions change?  Talk about how they changed. 

C. What I Have Learned About My Topic [½  page]
1. In this section, summarise your findings and focus on the key concepts learnt 
2. You can mention examples, but do not write a full on essay! 

D.  What This Means To Me [½ to 1 page]

1. Describe how you developed as a researcher. 

2. Comment on what learning or skill/s you will be able to use in other and future assignments.
3. Talk about those pieces of information or stories you really liked. 

4. Optional - state how your work researching this issue might affect the way you think about the world and how you act toward or think about other people. 
E.  References 

Even if your teacher doesn’t require a bibliography it is always a good idea to keep a record of good sources for future reference. This will be easy if you have used the Bibliography templates provided. Or indicate if these are recorded elsewhere e.g. Del.ico.us bookmark address.
